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SUBJECT: SAUDI POLICY TOWARDS ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS 

1 . IN A CONVERSATION WITH THE FOREIGN MINISTRY DIRECTOR OF 
AFRICAN AND ASIAN AFFAIRS, AHMED SIRAJ. ON MAY 9, HE OUTLINED 
FOR US WHAT APPEARS TO BE CURRENT SAUDI POLICY TOWARDS THE 
VARIOUS ERITREAN LIBERATION MOVEMENTS. HE SAID THAT THE 
SAG IS PUTTING A LOT OF TIME AND EFFORT INTO FORCING UNIFI- 
CATION OF THE CONTINUALLY SQUABBLING ERITREAN LIBERATION 
MOVEMENTS. HE SAID THAT THE SAG HOPES TO BRING ABOUT A 
RAPID DECISION FOR UNITY AS THE RAINY SEASON IS FAST APPROA- 
CHING AND MILITARY OPERATIONS WILL THEREAFTER COME TO A NEAR 
STANDSTILL ON BOTH SIDES. 

2. SIRAJ SAID THAT BECAUSE OF THE HISTORY OF CONFLICT 
BETWEEN ERITREAN LIBERATION FACTIONS, THE ERITREANS HAD 
NEVER BEEN ABLE TO SEIZE AND HOLD ANY SIZEABLE TERRITORY 
INCLUDING LARGER CITIES AND TOWNS. THEY HAD LARGELY BERN 
CONFINED TO CARRYING OUT HIT-AND-RUN ATTACKS ON THE ETHIO- 
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PIAN ARMY. ONCE THE ERITREANS HAD ACHIEVED A DEGREE OF 
UNITY THEY MIGHT BE ABLE TO MOVE TO A STRATEGY OF TAKING 
POPULATION CENTERS AND THEN TO ESTABLISH A KIND OF AUTH- 
ORITY (IF NOT AN ACTUAL GOVERNMENT) IN THE TERRITORY THEY 
CONTROL. 

3. SUCH A DEVELOPMENT COULD FOR THE FIRST TIME PUT SERIOUS 
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PRESSURE ON THE PRESENT ADDIS REGIME. MOST IMPORTANT FROM 
THE SAUDI STANDPOINT, IT COULD SUFFICIENTLY DISCREDIT 
THE REGIME TO RESULT IN A COUP. THE SAG HOPES THAT A 
MODERATE REGIME WOULD TAKE THE PLACE OF THE PRESENT ONE; 
A REGIME NOT ONLY LESS INCLINED TOWARDS THE COMMUNISTS, 
BUT ONE WHICH WOULD SEE THE WISDOM OF NEGOTIATING A SOLU- 
TION WITH THE ERITREANS. 

4. COMMENT: IF THIS DOES ACCURATELY REFLECT SAUDI POLICY 
IT ALSO INDICATES A LIMIT TO THE INCREASED SUPPORT THE 
SAUDIS HAVE TOLD US THEY ARE PREPARED TO GIVE TO THE ERI- 
TREANS. IT COULD ALSO BE CONSISTENT WITH REPORTS WE HAVE 
RECEIVED FROM OTHER SOURCES THAT THE SAUDIS MAY HAVE 
RECENTLY SUSPENDED ALL AID TO THE ERITREANS; THEY COULD BE 
USING AID AS A LEVER TO FORCE THE ERITREANS TO UNITE. 
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